
 

 

The Golden Jubilee 



 

 Part of the Jubilee woodland in Morden Park, pictured in 2011. 

 The green space now known as Morden Park was originally land associated with a private home,  

 Morden Park House, built in 1770 for John Ewart, a merchant and distiller. A public park since 1945, it  

 contains a wide variety of trees, with woodland habitat expanded under the Capital Woodlands Project. 

 The woodland shown here, was planted as a lasting memorial of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 2002.  

 A driving force behind this project and several other Jubilee tree planting initiatives was the council’s long  

 serving arboricultural officer, Dave Lofthouse, who sadly passed away in May 2022. 



 

 Mitcham Carnival - a popular event launched during the interwar era and now held on  

Three Kings Piece each year. 

 Held on 8 June 2002, to celebrate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee the carnival parade took as its theme  

 “significant events from the past 50 years.” The Carnival itself featured hundreds of trade and charity  

 stalls, arena events, a football tournament, fairground rides and a special street party combining bands  

 and entertainers. 



 

Councillor Macauley, Mayor of Merton (seated far right) attends a Golden Jubilee party, 3 June 2002. 

This was one of many parties and special events held at local schools. One of the first was held at  

Bishop Gilpin School in Lake Road, Wimbledon and featured everything form sports and games, to  

Elizabethan costume and a special parade. The party shown here is thought to have been hosted by  

Merton Park Primary School. 



 

 (Left) Councillor Edith Macauley, Mayor of Merton, opens a new playground facility at Sadler Close, 

 Mitcham, 2002. 

 The local council was keen for the Golden Jubilee celebrations to include a number of legacy projects both  

 to improve the local environment and to make a difference to the lives of Merton residents. The playground  

 was just one of the initiatives celebrated by Councillor Macauley in her Mayoral year. Others included tree  

 planting and fundraising programmes to support local charities, community groups and sports clubs. 

  



 

 Her Majesty the Queen, pictured with Councillor Edith Macauley, Mayor of Merton, at a special 

 Golden Jubilee reception, 2002. 

 The event was attended by civic dignitaries, community representatives and achievers from many of the 

 Greater London boroughs. As part of its own Jubilee celebrations Merton council honoured 100 citizens who  

 had made a significant contribution to life in the borough, whether by supporting their community, improving  

 the lives of others, or achieving a personal goal against the odds. Each was awarded a special medal,  

 struck by the Royal Mint, featuring an image of Her Majesty on one side and the Merton council crest on the  

 reverse.  



 

 A Diamond Jubilee Beacon. 

 On 10.15pm on 4 June 2012, Councillor David Williams, Mayor of Merton, lit a jubilee beacon at a special  

 community event at Morden Park. This was one of 2012 beacons lit in unison across the UK to mark the  

 Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The beacons were linked with churches of all denominations, cathedrals,  

 the Salvation Army and the Shri Venkateswara (Balaji) Temple of the UK 



 

 The New Horizons Centre, Pollards Hill. 

 In June 2017 the Commonside Community Development Trust won the Queen’s Award for Voluntary  

 Service. This prestigious award was created in 2002 to celebrate the monarch’s Golden Jubilee.  

 It recognises outstanding work in communities by local volunteer groups. The Commonside Trust has run  

 the New Horizons Centre for many years, providing a lunch club and café, a food bank, community and  

 children’s activities. 



 

 Mitcham v  Hambledon - a special match between the two oldest English clubs was held to mark the 

 Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 2002. 

 This was one of a number of fundraising events staged to help safeguard Mitcham’s historic cricket club. 

 To mark the occasion the club gave “promising all-rounder” Ian Botham (pictured centre) a Mitcham cap.  

 Botham was involved with the Queen’s Jubilee baton relay, which arrived in Merton in July 2002 .  

 As the first London borough to welcome the relay, Merton staged a celebratory open air concert and fair. 



 

 Play on Cricket Green, Mitcham. 

 Boasting one of the oldest cricket greens in the UK, Mitcham Cricket Club has nurtured generations of  

 local, county and England players. The game has been played here since the 1690s, however in recent  

 decades the club has suffered from financial instability. In 2002, Merton council named the Club as its  

 Golden Jubilee charity, staging events to raise funds for a new pavilion. A key attraction was a local match  

 between Mitcham and Hambledon on 12 July, with a return (away) leg on 25 August, competing for a  

 Golden Jubilee trophy donated by the Mayor. The match coincided with the arrival in Merton of the  

 Queen’s Baton Relay, which was destined for the Commonwealth Games. Cricket hero Ian Botham did a  

 circuit of Mitcham Cricket Green during his stint carrying the baton. 


